
Environmental Commission Meeting Minutes  
November 6, 2013 
 
Attendees: B. Albergo, M.Gossett, M. Vyff, T. Terhune, J. Bay  
Members of the public:  S. Arnold 
 
Administrative Business:   

• Minutes for previous month were not approved as secretary is delinquent.  A motion was made to 
share in the task of writing minutes with the task rotating between members.  The motion passed and 
Todd will be in charge of December minutes.   

• 2014 Goals:  Bill volunteered to circulate 2014 EC goals for group approval and to get them to 
Michele in the Borough..  The group talked about the desirability of having a goals meeting with 
Council the 2nd week of January. 

• Membership:  Jackie put forth the name of Gretchen Fry for EC membership.  Gretchen is a former 
commissioner and sits on the board of Citizens for Health, Safety and Welfare.  The members voted 
to accept her membership for Jan 2014.  Margaret noted that she is possible re-locating the summer 
of 2014.  Jackie followed up with Michele regarding current membership 

 
Well Head Protection:  Margaret and Jackie reported about their meeting with Mr. Tovo, Mr. Ryden and Mr. 
Oosytyk about the status of adopting a well head protection ordinance in Mountain Lakes.  The Borough 
informed EC members that they were interested in protecting the NJDEP recommended tiered areas in 
addition to the current aquifer recharge zone.  The Borough representatives were fine with the existing 
language of the Parsippany model ordinance.  EC members expressed misgivings that the NJDEP might 
have difficulty supporting an extension of the protection area because it deviated from the state norm and 
perhaps because an expansion of protection cannot be rationalized under current scientific thinking.  The 
Borough agreed to call the NJDEP and inquire about what potential impact such a change could have on the 
approval process.  As a follow up, Margaret asked that Bob have the maps re-drawn with all Parsippany’s 
wellhead tiers included as that might effectively cover the eastern part of the Borough and thereby, extend 
wellhead protection in our aquifer recharge area.  The goal was to have the ordinance to Council in January. 
 
Sustainable Jersey: Marnie reported that she had submitted all the paperwork for the Sustainable Jersey 
grant monies associated with Green Reels.  She recapped that Bob Tovo is working against the municipal 
carbon footprint and green fleets, Mimi Kaplan is completing her 2nd recycling audit at MLHS and pushing 
forward on the school garden initiative, Mr. O is working on Safe Streets and Jerry Price is showing 
environmental films in his sustainability classes.  The deadline for the next round of certification is June 2014 
for completion in December. 
 
Committee Liaison Reports:  None 
 
Other Business: 
 

• King of Kings development:  No new news was brought forward relative to the rumored development 
of this parcel. 

 
• Cove Project:  Margaret reported that the original Cove committee had studied the current state of the 

Cove park and were recommending to Council that they re-visit the original goals of this project and 
commit to its finish.  The park was well maintained for the first 6 months but after the caretaker left, 
the park declined and 20% of the plants died, particularly those at street side.  The original project 
recommended a low fence to help establish the plants and a sign detailing the environmental 
significance of the project.  Another aspect of the original project was to establish a similar buffer on 
the east side of the Cove.  Heightened police vigilance was also discussed to prevent people from 
placing boats on Borough plants. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	  


