
Environmental Commission Meeting Minutes 

December 5, 2012 

Present:  Bill .Albergo, Jackie Bay, Margaret Gossett, Dan Happer, John Horan, Khizar.Sheikh, Allison 
Rankin, and Marnie Vyff 

Public Comment: None 

Approval of October minutes was made with amendments. 

2013 Terms 

Bill, John and Allison’s terms are up at the end of the month. All agreed to stay on the commission. 
Tom Carr’s appointment is also up and Jackie agreed to follow up with him regarding his intentions. 

EC Projects 

2012 Goals Progress Report: 

1. Be an active participant on Municipal Solid Waste Committee:  ACHIEVED.  Bill did a fantastic job 
leading that group and performing all the financial analysis.  We look forward to a rousing introduction 
to the community effort on January 9! 

2.  Well-head Protection Ordinance:  PROGRESS.  We have learned a lot this year and are at the point 
of working with the Borough Attorney to ensure our understanding of current protections and limitations 
is correct.  If yes, support from Council appears likely. 

3.  MLenvironmental.org up and running:  ACHIEVED. Jackie has been updating the site every month 
and 90% of the NRI pictures finished.   

4.  Phase 2 Sustainable Jersey working with the schools:  PROGRESS.  We have met several times 
and are laying out a plan for achieving 60 points over the next 2 school years focusing on recycling. 

5.  Drinking water quality and vernal pool study:  NO PROGRESS. 

6.  Monitor long-term contaminated sites:  NO PROGRESS. 

7.  Increase educational outreach to the Community:  ACHIEVED.  We published 2 articles in 
Neighborhood News (Sustainable Jersey and Sustainable Wildwood) and one article in Mountain Lakes 
Living (Sustainable Jersey).   

8.  Continue building bridges to other committees and commissions:  ACHIEVED.  Our liaisons are 
active and have attended meetings, reporting back every month. 

Sustainable Jersey Update 

January 9 marks the kick off for the Community environmental movie/discussion nights known as 
Green Reels.  The first film will be the Clean Bin Project detailing how one couple competed to see who 
could produce the least amount of non-recyclable garbage within a one-year period.  The event will be 
held at the MLHS Library in conjunction with the Municipal Solid Waste contract presentation. Marnie 
has written articles that will be published in Neighbor News and Virtual Backpack. She has had sub-
committee meetings to kick off ‘Green Reels’ and created a beautiful flier to be posted around town. 



Wellhead Protection Ordinance 
Dan asked that we meet with the Borough Attorney to confirm our understanding of the limitations of 
current protection ordinances.  Khizar will draft an ordinance based upon the Parsippany model.  Jackie 
to get approval from Bob Tovo to meet with the Attorney and we will take our findings to Council in the 
new year.  

Committees and Commission Reports 

Municipal Solid Waste Committee:  Current contractor, Roselli, will remain providing the same service 
at a reduced cost of $78,000. The Borough will now own our recyclables and will generate extra income 
by selling the recycling material. Importantly, the types of plastics and materials that can be recycled 
has increased significantly.  The EC decided to host a community education event January 9th to 
educate the public about the changes.  The Committee wishes to conduct a waste stream audit at the 
school and hopes to re-visit the green bag issue next year. 

Woodlands and Lake Committee Report:  Beavers are moving into Birchwood Lake.  Both committees 
recommend the Borough take action to re-locate the Beavers. 

Shade Tree Report: The Commission met with members of the public to address tree loss during the 
last hurricane.  The Commission will work towards educating residents on how to establish a tree 
canopy in a safe manner. 

New Business 

2013 Goals - Ideas 

Goals to be voted upon at the January EC meeting to be held after the Green Reels presentation, 
January 9th at 9:15pm in the Media Center. 

1.  Look at shared services from an environmental prospective. 

2.  Well Head Protection – successfully implement protection ordinance. 

3.  Explore risk mitigation if Well No. 5 goes down since around 90% of our water comes from this well.  
Can the other wells fill our water tanks?  What happens if the air stripper goes down and who pays? 

4.  Sustainable New Jersey:  Create an established team that meets on a regular basis. 

5.  Review Drinking Water Quality Reports 

6.  Continue to attend Lake, Shade Tree and Woodland Meetings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


